Introduced by Council Members Corrigan, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, M. Jones, W. Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-728
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE WEST JACKSONVILLE ROTARY CLUB’S MIRACLE LEAGUE FIELD AT MCGIRTS CREEK PARK; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Baseball has long been America’s pastime with countless young people throughout the nation playing baseball on teams to the delight of family, friends, sponsors and spectators; and

WHEREAS,
upwards of 5.2 million American children qualify as disabled and have barriers to their being able to have access to baseball fields and experience the joy of America’s favorite pastime; and

WHEREAS,
in 1998, the Miracle League was founded with a mission  to provide opportunities for all children to play baseball regardless of their physical capabilities by constructing custom-designed, synthetic  turf fields that  accommodate wheel chairs and other assistive devices; and

WHEREAS,
the Rotary Club of West Jacksonville, under the leadership of presidents Michael Corrigan and Phil Voss, made the establishment of a Miracle League Field at McGirts Creek Park a “Centennial Community Project” and enlisted the encouragement, support and generosity of numerous Jacksonville citizens and businesses to transform Jacksonville’s Miracle League from a dream to reality; and
WHEREAS,
instrumental in the construction of Jacksonville’s Miracle League Field at McGirts Creek Park was a partnership that included the City of Jacksonville’s Parks & Recreation Department, the West Jacksonville Youth Association, the Rotary Club of West Jacksonville, former City Council Member Alberta Hipps, Council Member Daniel Davis, former Rotary Club presidents Voss and Corrigan and the family of the late State Senator Lew Brantley; and
WHEREAS,
 Jacksonville’s business community gave generously to the cause through its donation of time and materials including donations by Newman Construction, Batson & Cook, Cole & Sons Fence, Kendale Construction, Dantler Lumber, J. B. Coxwell Contracting, Florida Rock Industries and Lewis Pavers; and

WHEREAS,
Jacksonville’s Miracle League Field at McGirts Creek Park was dedicated March 24, 2007 as a Rotary Club “Centennial Community Project” making the custom ADA-compliant baseball field one of the leading parks in the nation that provide opportunities for children with disabilities through special facilities that meet their unique needs and enable them to enjoy joys and excitement of our nation’s favorite pastime; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville does hereby honor and commend the West Jacksonville Rotary Club’s Miracle League Field at McGirts Creek Park and wishes the Club continued successes in their noteworthy, widely recognized endeavors to improve the quality of life for all of Jacksonville’s citizens.


Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation in time for the change of officers meeting for the Rotary Club, which will take place on June 27th and will be the last chance to recognize the Club President for accomplishing this project.
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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